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Your single point of entry into all EGLE 
environmental programs.  

 
 

  

 

 800-662-9278           egle-assist@michigan.gov  
 

 

Environmental Assistance Center 
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Environmental Impacts of the 
Marijuana Industry 

• The largest environmental impacts are seen 
from cultivation and processing  

• Retail and consumption is not regulated by 
EGLE 
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Applicable Environmental Regulations 
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Materials Management 

• Marijuana wastes must be made 
unusable and unrecognizable  

• Done by grinding and mixing with 
at least 50% non-marijuana 
wastes 

• Examples of acceptable non-
marijuana wastes: paper, plastic, 
cardboard, food, grease, 
fermented organic matter, or soil 
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Materials Management 

Once made unusable and unrecognizable, can be: 

• Disposed into a licensed municipal solid waste 
landfill 

• Composted at approved and registered yard waste 
composting facility  

• Sent to an approved anaerobic digester  

• Sent to a licensed municipal solid waste incinerator 
or a licensed hazardous waste incinerator 
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Materials Management 
Permits, Licenses and Authorizations 

• Depending on the character and 
volume of waste generated, you 
may require a permit, license or 
other authorization to manage 
wastes from your facility 

• For more information, see 
Guidance:  

Solid Waste and Hazardous Waste 
Regulations for Growing and 
Processing Marijuana 
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Key Takeaways 

• EGLE regulations apply to the marijuana 
industry 

• Cultivation and processing facilities have 
potential for significant environmental 
impacts 

• Research on what environmental regulations 
apply to a facility should be done before 
construction or installation of equipment 
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Where to Find Guidance 
Michigan.gov/marijuana 

https://www.michigan.gov/marijuana
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Where to Find Guidance 

Michigan.gov/marijuana 
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Where to Find Guidance 
Michigan.gov/marijuana 

https://www.michigan.gov/marijuana
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Where to Find More Help 
Michigan Guide to Environmental, Health, and Safety Regulations 

Self-Assessment Survey is a 
tool you can use to find which 
regulations are applicable to 
your specific operation. Simply 
answer each question in the 
survey "yes" or "no" to be 
directed to the portions of the 
book relevant to your 
business. 

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3308-15820--,00.html
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Your single point of entry into all EGLE 
environmental programs.  

 
 

  

 

 800-662-9278           egle-assist@michigan.gov  
 

 

Environmental Assistance Center 
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Questions? 

 

Rhonda Oyer, Manager 

Solid Waste Section 

Materials Management Division 

517-897-1395 

oyerr@michigan.gov 
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Michigan Department of  

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
 
800-662-9278 
www.Michigan.gov/EGLE 

Sign up for email updates 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel 

Follow us on Twitter @MichiganEGLE 


