
DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY'S 

 
 SARA TITLE III  

PROGRAM 



WHAT IS SARA TITLE III?  

Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization 
Act of 1986 (SARA) 

 

Title III of SARA = Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) 

 

SARA Title lll 
 

2 



HISTORY OF THE REGULATION 
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Tragically on December 3, 1984 in Bhopal, India 
Union Carbide chemical plant released Methyl 
isocyanate resulting in 4,000 deaths, and 40,000 
maimed & seriously injured.  Plants were defoliated 
and livestock killed. 

 



The Bhopal tragedy sparked an overhaul 
of U.S. chemical reporting rules and in 
1986, congress expanded and 
reauthorized the Superfund Act and 
created the Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act. 
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HISTORY OF THE REGULATION 



RECENT TRAGEDY WEST TEXAS  
APRIL 17, 2013 



AMMONIUM NITRATE 
EXPLOSION  

Fifteen people were 
kil led, more than 160 
were injured, and more 
than 150 buildings were 
damaged or destroyed 



THE OBJECTIVE OF THE SARA TITLE III IS TO:  
• Allow state and local planning for chemical 

emergencies,  
• Provide for notification of emergency releases of 

chemicals,  
• Address communities' right-to-know about toxic and 

hazardous chemicals. 
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SARA TITLE III 



SARA TITLE III\EPCRA 

• SARA Title lll is in place for the protection of the 
community, first responders, facility employees and 
the environment. 

• Residents, Employees and Emergency Management 
officials have the right to know what hazardous 
materials are stored in their communities, so they 
can plan and in case of an emergency safely 
respond. 
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 Federal Regulation                                                                

Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 350 to 372 

 Enforced by EPA 

 Implemented under Executive Order 
from the Governor Executive Order 2007-18 
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SARA TITLE III IN MICHIGAN 
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 Emergency Planning 
Sections 302 & 303 

 Emergency Release 
Notification 
Section 304 

 Hazardous Chemical Inventory 
Sections 311 & 312 

 Toxic Chemical Release Inventory 
Section 313 

THE SARA TITLE III PROGRAM  
HAS FOUR MAIN COMPONENTS 



EMERGENCY PLANNING SECTIONS 
 302 & 303 

• Established - Michigan Citizen-Community 
Emergency Response Coordinating Council (Exec. 
Order 2007-18) “Michigan’s State Emergency 
Response Commission or SERC” 
 

• Established - Local Emergency Planning Committees 
(LEPCs) 
 

• 87 LEPCs in Michigan including the cities of Detroit, 
Ann Arbor, Romulus, and Wayne. 
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EMERGENCY PLANNING 
SECT. 302 FACILITY REQUIREMENTS 

 
 

 

EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL REPORTING  
(TIER II REPORTING) 

 

Extremely Hazardous Substance storage above 
reportable thresholds that requires regulated facilities 
in your community to file a report and do emergency 
planning with their local fire department, Local 
Emergency Planning Committee, MSP and the DEQ 
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EMERGENCY PLANNING 
SECT. 302 FACILITY REQUIREMENTS  

 

Facilities Storing 
EHSs Trigger 
Onsite Emergency 
Response Planning  

Local Emergency 
Planning Committee 
Community 
Emergency Planning  

Michigan State 
Police Statewide 
Emergency 
Planning 
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 Submit Tier II Report (Update or Annual) 
within 60 days to 
• Michigan SARA Title III Program (Tier ll Manager 

online)  

• LEPC 

 The 302 report is now part of Tier II 
reporting and combined with SARA Title lll 
311 and 312 requirements in Tier ll Manager 
Program   
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EMERGENCY PLANNING 
SECT. 302 FACILITY REQUIREMENTS 
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 Emergency Planning 
Sections 302 & 303 

 Emergency Release 
Notification 
Section 304 

 Hazardous Chemical Inventory 
Sections 311 & 312 

 Toxic Chemical Release Inventory 
Section 313 

SARA TITLE III - COMPONENTS 



 ≈ 770 Hazardous Substances (CERCLA - 
published list)  

 355 Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHS) 
(SARA Title III- published list) 

 “Reportable Quantity” (RQ) 

 List of Lists has reportable chemicals and RQs 

16 

EMERGENCY RELEASE NOTIFICATION 
SECTIONS 304 



DEQ SARA TITLE III  
RELEASE NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

TABLE 

www.michigan.gov/chemrelease 
WHAT 

WHEN 

TO WHOM & 

HOW  releases must be reported in State & Federal 
Regulations that apply in MI. 

This table should be used as a tool to identify potential reporting requirements before a 
release occurs, and to identify follow-up reporting requirements based on the release. 
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http://www.michigan.gov/chemrelease


RELEASE NOTIFICATION 
REQUIREMENTS TABLE  
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EMERGENCY RELEASE NOTIFICATION 
FACILITY REQUIREMENTS 

• There are 27 state and federal regulations with 
release reporting requirements that apply in 
Michigan. 
 

• Permits, licenses, local ordinances, contingency and 
pollution prevention plans might have additional 
release reporting requirements. 

 

• SARA Program maintains the  

     Release Notification Table for the  

     DEQ.  
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 Emergency Planning 
Sections 302 & 303 

 Emergency Release 
Notification 
Section 304 

 Hazardous Chemical Inventory 
Sections 311 & 312 

 Toxic Chemical Release Inventory 
Section 313 

SARA TITLE III - COMPONENTS 



HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL INVENTORY 
SECTIONS 311 & 312 

 

 

Raw Materials 

SARA Title lll  
•Listed Extremely Hazardous Substances  

•Hazardous Chemicals with SDSs 

Facility  
• Manufacturing Process 

• SARA Title lll Materials 
stored in 
Manufacturing process   

 

 

Waste 

• Hazardous Waste 

• Solid Waste, etc.   

21 



 Hazardous Chemicals = all substances for 
which the OSHA Hazard Communication 
Standard requires the facility to maintain 
SDSs (Employee Right-to-Know). 

 There is NO LIST of OSHA 
Hazardous Chemicals! 
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HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL INVENTORY 
SECTIONS 311 & 312 



Thresholds for reporting 

 OSHA hazardous substances: 
10,000 pounds 

 EHS (See EPAs List of Lists): 
500 pounds or TPQ (whichever is lower) 

 Requests by LEPC/Fire Dept: 
zero pounds 

23 

HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL INVENTORY 
SECTIONS 311 & 312 



 INITIAL REPORT (Tier ll Update Report) due 
within 3 months after threshold reached 

 Submit current year Tier II Report Update 
with the new chemicals to: 

1.  Michigan SARA Title III Program (online) 

2.  LEPC 

3.  Fire Department 
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HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL INVENTORY 
SECTIONS 311 
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HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL INVENTORY 
SECTIONS 312 

 ANNUAL REPORT due by March 1st  

 Submit current year Tier II Report Annual 
(Emergency & Hazardous Chemical 
Inventory) with previous year inventory to: 

1.  Michigan SARA Title III Program (online) 

2.  LEPC 

3.  Fire Department 
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 Emergency Planning 
Sections 302 & 303 

 Emergency Release 
Notification 
Section 304 

 Hazardous Chemical Inventory 
Sections 311 & 312 

 Toxic Chemical Release Inventory 
Section 313 

SARA TITLE III - COMPONENTS 



 Annual TRI Report due by July 1st 

 Submit Form R to via TRI-MEweb: 

• Michigan SARA Title III Program 

• EPA 

 Toxic = @ 650 listed chemicals & chemical compounds 

 Cumulative releases & waste transfers 

 Release = allowed and accidental 

 Subject facilities 
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TOXIC CHEMICAL RELEASE INVENTORY 
(TRI) - SECTION 313 



Subject Facilities: 

 At least 10 full time employees 

 Subject North American Industrial Classification 
System (NAICS) codes  

 Amount manufactured*, processed, or otherwise 
used exceeds a toxic chemical activity threshold 

*Manufacture includes chemicals created as an impurity or byproduct 
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TOXIC CHEMICAL RELEASE INVENTORY 
(TRI) - SECTION 313 
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ALL SUBSTANCES 
COVERED BY SARA TITLE III 

OSHA Hazardous 
(SDS required) 

EHS 

CERCLA RCRA hazardous 
waste 

OSHA: Tier II 
 

EHS: Emergency Plan & 
Release Report 
 

CERCLA: Release Report 

TOXIC: TRI 

CERCLA, EHS, and TOXIC are in the List of Lists 

TOXIC 



TIER II MANAGER - MICHIGAN’S 
ONLINE TIER II REPORTING PROGRAM   

• Tier ll Manager is the online program the State 
of Michigan uses to collect Tier ll Reports.  

• Michigan contracts with IDSI to provide the 
programing for the SARA Title lll Program. 

• We currently have 12,500 Licenses for the Tier 
ll Manager program.   
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Accessing Tier II Manager™ 
 

Open Your Internet Browser and Enter  

the Following DEQ Website: 

                      www.michigan.gov/sara 
 

 

 Click on Sections 311 & 312 Hazardous Chemical 
Inventory  

 Click on the “big brown button” 
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http://www.michigan.gov/sara


TIER II MANAGER - MICHIGAN’S 
ONLINE TIER II REPORTING PROGRAM  
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TIER II REPORTING DATA 
 

• Types and quantities of chemicals stored at 
facilities across the state. 
 

• GPS Data on chemical storage for facilities 
submitting Tier ll Reports. 
 

• Facility emergency contact information. 
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WHAT’S NEW IN SARA TITLE III?  

• 7,637 reports completed in 2017 

• 5 new online Tier ll Manager Tutorials 

• 2 new SARA Title lll publications  

• New SARA Title lll Employee handbook 

• Revised SARA Title lll guidebook 

• Currently revising the SARA Title lll website 

• Planning SARA Title lll webinar and workshops 
series in 2018  
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Changes to Tier ll Reporting  

• U.S. EPA issued revisions to 40 CFR Part 370 that 
will affect Tier ll reporting under Sections 311 and 
312 of the EPCRA\SARA Title lll in 2018. 
 

• The revisions are intended to better align 
EPCRA\SARA Title lll with the revised OSHA 
Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) and 
facilitate safer management of hazardous 
materials. 

  

 



Changes to Tier ll Reporting  

What do these changes mean? 
• U.S. EPA has adopted the physical and health hazards 

established for Safety Data Sheets for Tier ll 
Reporting. 

• Tier ll Reports will now require updated physical and 
health hazards for each chemical listed in your report 
moving forward. 



Changes to Tier ll Reporting  

• Effective January of 2018, Tier ll facilities will 
be required to report revised physical and health 
hazards for all their hazardous chemicals above 
regulatory thresholds.  

• Moving forward all your chemicals in Tier ll 
Manage Program will be flagged until the 
Physical and Health Hazards have been updated 
to the new standard starting with the 2017 Tier ll 
Annual Report.  
 

 



Changes to Tier ll Reporting 

• Tier ll Reporting has gone from 5 Physical and 
Health Hazards to 24.  
 

 

• Revised physical and health hazards 
should be available in your current Safety Data 
Sheets. 

 



From  

To  



Updating Physical and Health Hazards  

The Tier ll Manager Program™ has been updated 
to accommodate these new changes.  

 



Updating Physical and Health Hazards  

• Facilities using Tier ll Manager Program™ may 
experience                                delays in the 
program                                    during the 2018 
reporting                                   season, due to 
the large number of users accessing the 
system at the same time to update chemicals.  
 

• Submit a 2017 Tier ll Report Update now to 
avoid timely delays in January 2018! 

 



Updating Physical and Health Hazards  

• All the chemical information updated in your 2017 
Report Update will be pulled into your initiated 
2017 Tier ll Annual Report saving you time and 
potential delays during the 2018 reporting season. 

 

• Due to high reporting volumes, try reporting early in 
the morning or later in the afternoon. Remember, 
Tier ll Manager Program™ is available 24 hours a 
day. 



Updating Physical and Health Hazard 

• Note: A 2017 Tier ll Annual Report is still 
required to be submitted January 1st thru 
March 1st of 2018 to meet your regulatory 
obligations.  

 



SARA Title lll – Tier ll Reporting 

Please contact the SARA Title lll Program if you 
have questions or need additional information 

at 517-284-7272 (SARA) 

or send an email to  

DEQ-SARA@michigan.gov. 



Michael Young 

Michigan SARA Title lll 
Specialist 
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